CHINA BULLETIN 


of the 
FAR EASTERN JOINT OFFICE 
Division of Foreign Missions, NCCC/USA 
156 - Sth Avenue, New York 10. 


VOL. VI NO. 16 September 10, 1956 


Francis P. Jones, Editor Wallace C. Merwin, Executive Secretary 


Y. T. WU’S REPORT TO THE CHURCHES 


In the April 16 Bulletin we reported under the heading of ‘Peking Christian Conference” 
a summary of the report made to that Conference by Y. T. Wu. This summary was sent out 
by the New China News Agency (Hsinhua). We now have a complete copy of his address in 
English, printed in China and brought out by Bishop K. H. Ting, and feel it worth while to sup- 
plement the summary of the April 16 Bulletin with these additional quotations: 


‘**From the time of the 1954 Conference to the end of 1955, the number of provincial and 
local committees of the Three-self Movement reached a total of 197, of which 22 were newly 
organized, and 43 were enlarged and strengthened. Of course it was not all smooth sailing. 
Just as we were going forward with confidence, a small clique came out in open opposition to 
this Movement, saying that credal differences forbade their co-operation. The Three-self 

vement was started by the Chinese Christians of their own will for patriotic purposes, and the 

ional Conference emphatically affirmed the principle of mutual respect for credal differ- 
ences. But this clique deliberately put forward a groundless opposition to the long-hoped for 
realization of self-administration of the Chinese Churches and tried to destroy this great fellow- 
ship of Christian love. Although this clique was small in number, for a time it became a 
stumbling block to not a few Christians,..... In the nation-wide movement for the purging of 
anti-revolutionaries in the latter half of 1955 and the beginning of 1956, a number of anti- 
revolutionaries who had hidden themselves in the churches were discovered, These anti-revolu- 
tionaries, under the cloak of religion, collaborated with imperialists and reactionaries, carried 
on espionage, spread rumors and made efforts to undermine the various national movements for 
construction...... The exposure of these anti-revolutionaries cleared the way for a firmer unity 
among Christians in China...... 


**In Chekiang Province during the last three years, the membership of the Church of Christ 
in China increased by 2, 587, the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui (Anglican) by 1, 473, and the Bap- 
tist Church by 1, 312; the China Christian Independent Church in the province reported an in- 
crease of 2, 968 since Liberation...... In 1955 the total output in books and pictorials of the 
Christian Literature Society, the Association Press, the China Baptist Publications House and the 
China Sunday School Union reached 275, 700 copies, which is 170% of the 1954 output. Two 
new Christian periodicals in 1955 were En Yen (Words of Grace) and Sheng Kung (Sacred Work). 
The former is a youth magazine and the latter the official organ of the Chung Hua Sheng Kung 
Hui...... 


“*In the second session of the National Political Consultative Council recently held in Pe- 
king, twenty Christian workers and laymen attended as members or visitors...... In February 
1955 we called upon the Christians of the whole country to sign the document, *‘An Appeal to 


the People of the Whole World, *’ issued by the World Peace Council for the purpose of opposing 


the use of atomic weapons. In response to our call, Christians all over the country enthusias- 
tically signed this document. Some aged members went long distances to their churches to sign 
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their names...... Dr. Wu Yi-fang and I attended the World Peace Congress at Helsinki; Mi : 
Shih Ju-chang and I attended the Conference of Asiatic Countries in New. Delhi. 


‘Christianity was brought to China from foreign countries. To preach the gospel is of 
course a good thing in itself. Many devout Christians abroad have contributed much to the 
propagation of the gospel by their ceaseless prayers and generous offerings. Unfortunately, im- 
perialism has made use of Christian missions for purposes of political and economic aggression, 
thus tying Christian missions closely to colonial expansion. No mention needs to be made of 
facts already well-known as to how imperialism made use of Christianity for purposes of aggres- 
sion in China. Let me mention only one recent instance. In the Christian Century of September 
18, 1955, there appeared an editorial entitled *‘Missions in the Cold War.’ In commenting 
on the release of American spies in China, the writer admits that ‘strong pressures have been 
brought on individual missionaries and mission boards to place their information at the disposal 
of our intelligence services.’ 


“The identification of missions with colonial aggression created a wide gap between the 
Chinese Church and the Chinese People. The control of the Chinese Church by the missions 
again made it impossible for Chinese Christians to express in deeds their love for the Lord and 
for the people. Under such circumstances, how could the Chinese Church bear witness to the 
power and glory of God? 


“*Our experience of the last few years proves that the Chinese Church can and must loose 
itself from the ties of missions and of colonialism. Our experience proves that Chinese Chris- 
tians, through the abundant grace of God in Jesus Christ, can unite and build up their own church, 
Today God has opened a new and living way to us - the way of self-administration, self-support 
and self-propagation. This way enables us Christians to stand up and bear witness to the Lord 
without shame before the Chinese people...... This does not mean that the Chinese Church is 
thus separated from spiritual fellowship with Christians in other countries. What we oppose is 
colonialism and invasion by colonialist countries, not the Christians and the people of those 
countries...... We highly value the rich Christian heritage that has come down to us through 
the last two thousand years. This treasure is the testimony of the work of the Holy Spirit amo 
Christians in all ages and in all lands. We believe that because of the unique historical circu 
stances in which Christians find themselves in China, the Chinese Christians have a great mission 
of their own , that is, to explore more deeply into the riches of the Gospel. 


“The Chinese people have chosen the way of socialism...... It is the Chinese Communist 
Party which is leading us in our socialist construction. Although the world view of the Commu- 
nist Party is different from ours, the Communist Party is consistently and faithfully carrying out 
the policy of religious freedom...... All that we have experienced in New China makes us be- 
lieve that the view that Christianity must oppose socialism and communism has absolutely no 
justification...... 


“The basic mission of the Church is to preach the Gospel and to lead men to Christ.....”” 


With some slight revision to adapt it to a non-Christian public, this report of Y. T. Wu's 
was published in People’s China for May, 1956. .It has therefore had a wide distribution in 
China, both inside and outside the church. 


Winburn Thomas of Indonesia has commented on this speech of Y. T. Wu's in the follow- 
ing vein: *‘Many will criticize the Protestant churches of China for too easily adapting them- 
selves to the purposes of the Peking regime. Others hold Y. T. Wu guilty of having sold out to 
the new masters of China. The fact is that the Church has taken the course which enables it to 
continue to make its witness, albeit compromisingly. The gospel is preached, the Bible is dis- 
tributed and read, and men and women are added to the Kingdom. "’ 


PROFESSOR RICOEUR'S REPORT 


Professor Paul Ricoeur, Professor of Philosophy at the Uniwersity of Strasbourg, visited 
China last fall, and has written a report of his impressions which appeared in Christianisme 
Sociale for May-June, 1956. He begins by stating his conclusion that the new regime is 
to stay. *‘‘The Chinese experience is of such a character that it is only from the inside, from 
the very unfolding of the work being undertaken, that forces can come which will be capable 


termining its ultimate course." This is true first, because in any undeveloped country 
arty which takes the initiative in land reform and in industrialization holds the key to suc- 
cess. The former feudal system was a bad system, and its destruction represents in a real sense 
a liberation for the whole population. Secondly, the revolution has been conducted with such 
‘*pedagogical cleverness’’ that the people have accepted it as their own, ‘The redistribution 
of the land which came before the cooperative has attached the peasant to the revolution and 
to the regime. In making the farmer a small landholder, the redistribution has had above all 
a human and a psychological significance.’’ A similar astuteness has been shown in the trans- 
formation of capitalist industry, where the * national capitalist’’ remains owner of his capital, 
and the business gradually becomes a mixed state-private enterprise. (The observations on 
which this article was based were made before the all-out socialist drive of the past winter. 
Ed.) ‘*Thus capitalism ts digested without suffering, without it being able to constitute a 
rival force. 


He notes that the revolution has been achieved by force, but points out that this force is 
continually being converted to persuasion, and then into spontaneity by the innumerable pro- 
cedures of explanation. Pressure alone would not explain that which is irresistible in this revo- 
lution, a peasant revolution above all. The role of pressure is only that ‘‘of suppressing obsta- 
cles and of acceleration."' 


From the above analysis he draws two conclusions. First, ‘“Chiang Kai-shek no longer 
represents anything, or more exactly, he represents only an external menace of a military 
kind...... The success of the agrarian reform and the pedagogy of cooperation have stolen from 
him the healthy popular basis of a possible counter-revolution directed by the Kuomintang. The 
stand has been taken and there is no going back."* Secondly, the West should *‘draw the conse- 
quences of this brutal and massive fact and recognize the government of Mao Tse-tung as the 


government, in fact and in law, of all China.”’ 

8 revolution as inevitable, he questions seriously the necessity of a totalitarian dictatorship. 
administration really has unlimited power, a power which is not clearly indicated in the 
Constitution. For example, the Constitution does not even mention the Communist Party except 
for one reference in the Preamble. Unless the defects of this power syucture are made clear, he 
fears that other undeveloped countries will all feel that they must follow the same road in order 

to achieve a social transformation. The analysis which follows brings out three points. 


In the second section of the article he shows that while he accepts the socialist character 


First, economic techniques as such do not require dictatorship, The most one can say is 
that dictatorship offers a quick solution. But the price is excessive. ‘*The fear of not being in 
line, the servility and the irresponsibility, will these not be the fruit which poisons dictatorship?”’ 


Secondly, the whole Marxist conception of the state is incorrect in that it assumes that 
the pre-revolution state is inevitably in favor of the dominant class, and that in the post-revolu- 
tion period the state will wither away of itself. Both of these assumptions are unfounded, 


Thirdly, the whole nature of truth is involved in Communist theory. ‘‘My uneasiness is 
increased when I see state power without appeal, sovereign power, assume a philosophy, assume 
this philosophy, and thus close, by a decree of orthodoxy, the discussion of history, of truth, of 
the relation of history and truth."’ 


For these reasons he hopes that some other undeveloped country will try the experiment of 
combining social planning, which is the constructive aspect of Communism, with a true liberty 
of discussion and decision. 


But is there any hope for China itself to move toward such a freedom? He thinks there 
are three elements in the present situation which may in the long run bring the Chinese regime 
nearer our western conception of freedom. These are first the economic improvement and sec- 
ond the raising of the cultural level which are going on in China today. And thirdly the pro- 
cesses of local government and cooperative life are themselves giving training in political de- 

acy which may ultimately demand for itself a wider range of application, That is, the 
discussion groups that exist in China today themselves constitute ‘‘a kind of apprentice- 
ship for democratic politics. 
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